Prenatal diagnosis of HIV infection: two attempts using fetal blood sampling.
Blood samples were studied, prior to medical terminations of pregnancy, in two second trimester fetuses with HIV-positive mothers. Fetal blood was obtained from the umbilical vein under ultrasound guidance. No evidence of infection was found in either fetus. In particular, lymphocyte subpopulations were at normal levels and cultures yielded no reverse transcriptase activity. Postmortem findings were normal. Reliable means for prenatal diagnosis of HIV infection, with a minimal risk of false-negative results, have yet to be developed. However, further studies using fetal blood sampling should be useful for the management of HIV-positive pregnancies.